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Recovered memories of childhood sexual abuse: case

representation from the courtroom
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In recent years, courts are dealing with an increasing presence of allegations
based on historicalincidents. In these cases the complainant reportsrecovered
memory of traumatic events that was blocked from conscious awareness for
a long period of time.

The presented case is an appeal from 2012 on a verdict from 2008, in which
the appellant was convicted of sexual offences including rape of his daughter
while she was about 10 years old. This conviction is based on the daughter’s
recovered memories following a dream she had when she was 22 years old.
Three years after this dream the daughter filed an official complaint against
her father.

The presented case illustrates the dilemma of recovered memories as
acceptable in court. We wish to discuss the complex process of evaluating the
reliability of repressed/recovered memories of childhood sexual abuse. This
discussion includes several aspects: the clinical aspect from a professional
point of view, the phenomenological aspect from the sexual abuse victims’
experience, and the forensic aspect. The discussion will be presented by:
Prof Avi Bleich, director of Lev Hasharon Mental Health Center; Prof Yuval
Melamed, formal vice-director of Lev Hasharon Mental Health Center and
director of Abarbanel mental health center; Dr Zivya Zeligman, director of the
sexual abuse victims’ center, Sorasky Medical Center; Dorit Nachmani, Lawyer
and the public defender, Tel Aviv.
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